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Restoring our neighbors in need



A Note FROM BILL

Dear Friends,

Over the past 90 years the Union Gospel Mission in Portland has fed the 
hungry and restored the addict. In 2018, you’ve helped us serve over 
270,000 meals to the homeless and hungry. Additionally, donations 
provided long-term recovery, through LifeChange, for over 200 people. 
Because of new outreach 32 people transitioned from living on the 
streets into safe housing. Bubba is one of those people. For over a year 
Bubba, blind and disabled, slept in an archway in old town Portland. The 
UGM outreach team befriended Bubba and assisted him in filling out the 
paperwork and provided transportation to the meetings needed to get 
into the housing he deserved. Bubba still visits us occasionally downtown, 
but now it’s because he wants to, not because he has to.

The Union Gospel Mission is all about transformation. Change begins 
by connecting people to Life Essentials, like nutritious food, clothes, 
and human connection. But, it doesn’t stop there. We come alongside 
individuals to help them overcome the barriers of addiction and abuse 
to bring them to living full, self-sufficient lives. God’s desire is to see 
men, women, and children move out of unsafe, unsanitary, and violent 
situations. By connecting them to LifeChange we get to witness lives 
changed and people moving toward an abundant and eternal life 
through Jesus Christ.

Bill Russell
Executive Director



Feeding the hungry, restoring the addict

LifeChangeLifeEssentials

Helping people that 
can’t help themselves

  Meals
  Clothing
  Hygiene Items
  Dignity
  Relationship
  Referrals to Services

Building a road to an 
abundant life

  Recovery
  Shelter
  Biblical Truth
  Life Skills
  Work Therapy
  Mental Health Counseling
  After-Care

and loving our neighbor
“For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something 
to drink. I was a stranger and you invited me in…” Matthew 25:35



LifeEssentials 
The hospitality of a meal can be the first step to a 
changed life. Since its founding in 1927, Union Gospel 
Mission has provided meals to the hungry and hurting 
in the Portland community. In addition to Easter, 
Thanksgiving, and Christmas, we open our doors five 
days a week to provide not only a meal but a safe 
place where we can connect with our guests and build 
relationships. 

UGM’s Search + Rescue team is a sort of “mobile 
mission” that continues to visit homeless camps five 
nights a week providing food, water, and other life 
essentials to people that can’t get to our downtown 
services. 

In 2018, we expanded our Search + Rescue program by 
adding daytime outreach which is focused on coming 
alongside individuals and helping them overcome 
barriers to moving off of the streets. This year we 
provided 356 service referrals to people experiencing 
homelessness and helped 32 people move off the 
streets into housing. 



LifeChange

Our LifeChange recovery program 
continues to help men, women and 
children dealing with addiction, abuse, 
and homelessness transform their lives. 
Residents of our LifeChange recovery 
community receive a safe home, good 
nutrition, mental health counseling, 
education, and job skills training. 
LifeChange provides a grace-filled 
community where residents work to 
support each other on their recovery 
journeys. 

Thank you for your support which allows 
these men, women, and children to 
transform their lives! 

In 2018 UGM’s LifeChange housed:
  149 men
  58 women
  26 children



“There’s a lot of pain 
on the streets...Search 
and Rescue has made 
a difference”



Dave’s Story:
Dave, a 61 year old Navy veteran, had been living in a swampy homeless camp in the North 
Portland industrial area for over three years. Intelligent, kind and hardworking, but still Dave 
had a hard time maintaining a job due to his alcohol addiction.

In the winter of 2017, the Union Gospel Mission Search + Rescue outreach team met Dave 
while he was living in a homeless camp by Delta Park. Every Thursday night Search + Rescue 
goes out to North Portland and the Delta park region to bring food, coffee and other life 
essential items to people living in the homeless camps. Our goal is to build relationships with 
the people experiencing homelessness, share the love of Christ and ultimately lead them 
to a path that will get them off the streets. “It was awesome seeing Search + Rescue on 
Thursdays, not many people reached out to us,” said Dave. After many bitter cold nights and 
increasingly dangerous living conditions, Dave decided to make a change.

Our Search + Rescue team drove Dave to 3rd and Burnside where he entered our Men’s 
LifeChange program…and is thriving. A year later, Dave is now working on the Search + 
Rescue team helping and serving others who are experiencing homelessness. He knows how 
hard life without a home can be and wants to give others a chance to change their lives.



“The streets are a very 
dangerous place for a 
woman”

Homelessness is projected to increase 
by as much as 26% in the next 4 years.
(HUD Point in Time Count, 2017)



LifeChange Meals:  92,670
Sack Lunches:  54,108 
Breakfast:  21,831
Dayroom Meals:  79,357
Chapel Meals:  20,157
Event Meals:  3,036  

Total Meals: 271,159

Emergency Food Boxes:  940
Gallons of Coffee:  3,462
Beverages:  71,615 
Snacks:   45,169

Nights of Emergency 
Cold Weather Shelter: 777 

Individuals served through S+R:  500 
Service Referrals:  356
Transitioned off the streets 
or out of camps:  32

Volunteer Hours: 20,214

October 2017-September 2018 Services: 



2017-2018 financials

*Pie chart reflects expenses. Financial information is drawn from an independent audit of 
finances from October 1, 2017 – September 30, 2018. Union Gospel Mission has independent 
audits conducted on an annual basis. Audited financial statement is available on request.

Board Members

Larry Brisbee-Chair
Brisbee & Stockton, LLC
Dick Russell-Vice Chair
Key Bank
Joe Prats
ieSolutions
Tyler Combs 
RareBird Inc.
Diane Mattson
Family Dentistry: Dr. Timothy Bletscher, DMD
Leslie Goss                                                                  

David Shin
Country Financial
Dallin Pennington
Umpqua Private Bank
Justin Martin
Myatt & Bell, P.C.
Kathy Davies
Portland General Electric
Paul Lyda
St. Matthews Lutheran Church 
Sue King 
CH2M Hill

Advisors

Maryanne Bletscher
OHSU - M.S., R.N., A.O.C.N.  
Michael Van Orman
Bank of the Cascades
Ed Petrossian
RE/MAX Equity Group

Total Revenue & Support  $6,191,626 
Expenses:  
  Programs:  $4,657,971
  Admin:  $140,682
  Fundraising:   $1,469,271
Total expenses:  $6,267,924 

23.44%
74.31%2.24%  Programs

 Admin
 Fundraising



4 ways you can get involved

Donate
To make a financial contribution
503.274.4483
To make a secure online donation
ugmportland.org

Volunteer
Sharing your time can make a difference
Call 503.274.4483 or
Email volunteer@ugmportland.org

Donate or shop at our thrift store
Give your usable clothing, furniture 
or small appliances to Union Gospel 
Mission’s Thrift Store.
Call 503.639.6488
Pick-ups are free!

Pray
We appreciate supporters that pray for 
the Union Gospel Mission.



Feeding the Hungry, restoring the addict and loving our neighbor
Serving Portland since 1927


