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Loving our neighbors in need



A Note FROM BILL
Dear Friends,

You may know that our purpose statement includes, “loving our 
neighbor.” This was a year of loving our homeless neighbors by 
caring for them, connecting with them, and hopefully, opening a 
door to coach them to needed services and to housing. One of the 
main ways we did this in 2017 is through Search + Rescue, our five 
nights per week outreach is making an impact person by person. 
Our homeless services team at our downtown location continues to 
do amazing work loving our homeless neighbors through our regular 
services and our special events at Easter, Thanksgiving, Christmas 
and our annual street fair in September, Operation Overcoat. One of 
the main ways we show God’s love is through meeting basic needs, 
like providing a meal. We show love by providing other essentials like 
clothing and hygiene items. Perhaps most importantly, we show love 
by learning a person’s name and getting to know them.

Seeing the miracle of God’s love in action is so clear in LifeChange. 
God is healing men, women and children on a daily basis from the 
pain of abuse, addiction and homelessness. Our men’s program is 
making great strides in counseling and aftercare and our women 
and children’s program is thriving!

Bill Russell
Executive Director



Feeding the hungry
“For I was hungry and you gave me 
something to eat. I was thirsty and you 
gave me something to drink. I was 
a stranger and you invited me in…” 
Matthew 25:35

A meal at Union Gospel Mission 
means hospitality. The food service 
coordinator, our LifeChange residents 
assigned to the kitchen and our 
amazing volunteers make sure each 
meal is nutritious and made with care. 
Our goal is for our homeless neighbors 
to enjoy a delicious meal and feel 
right at home in our dining room. Our 
homeless neighbors enjoy wonderful 
holiday meals with us on Easter, 
Thanksgiving, Christmas and at our 
Operation Overcoat street fair.



restoring the addict
Our LifeChange program is designed to 
help men, women and children overcome 
addiction, abuse, and homelessness. 
LifeChange takes a comprehensive 
approach, providing spiritual transformation, 
healing from past trauma and life skills.

Men in LifeChange live at our downtown 
location. Our women and children live at 
our Beaverton location. In both programs, 
residents are involved in work therapy, bible 
study, counseling and job skills training. The 
children in LifeChange have structured 
activities and after school tutoring. Our 
moms at the women’s center are involved 
in parenting classes.

28,470 days and nights of safe recovery 
housing and services were provided in 2017 
to the residents of LifeChange.

Lives are being transformed thanks to the 
caring support of our donors who make the 
LifeChange program possible!



loving our neighbor

One thing we have learned about our 
homeless neighbors is their desire to be 
acknowledged. So often out of discomfort or 
simply not knowing what to do, people avoid 
and turn away from homeless people.

At our downtown location and when we 
visit our homeless friends during Search + 
Rescue outreach, we provide a warm and 
welcoming interaction. Over a meal, coffee 
or a snack, we get to know our guests and 
hopefully have a chance to pray with them 
and encourage them.

In 2017, we provided 40,870 snacks, 3,238 
gallons of coffee and distributed 6,934 
clothing items.







Sack Lunches

“We’re making it...
but it takes a lot of
   work to get there”

Families make up over 15 
percent of the homeless in 
the greater Portland area
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“We’re making it...
but it takes a lot of
   work to get there”



2016-2017 financials

Financial summary: 2016

*Pie chart reflects expenses. Financial information is drawn from an independent audit of 
finances from October 1, 2016 – September 30, 2017. Union Gospel Mission has independent 
audits conducted on an annual basis. Audited financial statement is available on request.

Board Members

Larry Brisbee-Chair
Brisbee & Stockton, LLC
Joe Prats
ieSolutions
Tyler Combs 
RareBird Inc.
Diane Mattson
Family Dentistry: Dr. Timothy Bletscher, DMD
Leslie Goss                                                                  
Riverdale School Foundation
David Shin
Country Financial
Dick Russell-Vice Chair
Key Bank
Reynold Roeder 
Roeder & Company, LLC
Justin Martin
Myatt & Bell, P.C.
Kathy Davies
Portland General Electric
Jimm Pierson
Morgan Stanley Wealth Management
Paul Lyda
St. Matthews Lutheran Church 

Advisors

Maryanne Bletscher
OHSU - M.S., R.N., A.O.C.N.  
Michael Van Orman
Bank of the Cascades
Ed Petrossian
RE/MAX Equity Group
Sue King 
CH2M Hill 

Total Revenue & Support  $5,902,283 
Expenses:  
Programs:  $4,221,681
Admin:  $122,434
Fundraising:   $1,459,792
Total expenses:  $5,803,907
Ending net assets (unrestricted) $9,033,592  

25%
73%2% Programs

Admin
Fundraising



3 ways you can spread the love

Donate
To make a financial contribution
Call 503.274.4483
To make a secure online donation
ugmportland.org

Volunteer
Sharing your time can make a difference
Call 503.274.4483
Email volunteer@ugmportland.org

Donate or shop our thrift store
Give your usable clothing, furniture or 
appliances to Union Gospel Mission’s 
Thrift Store
Call 503.639.6488
Pick-ups are free!

We also appreciate supporters that pray 
for the Union Gospel Mission



Feeding the Hungry, restoring the addict and loving our neighbor
Serving Portland since 1927


