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The homeless won’t just go away. I am convinced 

that the number of homeless people will increase in 
the years to come because of people over 65 who 
cannot work and can’t afford the rising cost of living in 
Portland, plus the increased number of heroin and 
meth addicts in our area, and the staggering number 
of people with untreated mental illness. 

For many years the homeless population gathered in 
Old Town Portland. Now there are homeless camps in 
almost every neighborhood…I don’t like it. It creates a 
culture clash that is mutually destructive. None of us 
should have dangerous activity or unsightly trash near 
our house or our loved ones.

Several weeks ago I received a call from the police 
asking me to come down to Johnson Creek. My friend 
Dan had fallen off the wagon and wasn’t doing well. 
He had literally “holed up” along Johnson Creek and 
needed help getting up, out and to safety. Why me? 
Why send the UGM executive director into the weeds 
to help a homeless man? Dan was highly distrustful 
and the police officer called me and asked me if I 
would come. I CARED for Dan. I had taken the time 
and CONNECTED with him. Now, along the creek, 
under an overpass, I could COACH him out of his 
hole and into getting help. 

I am convinced that the homeless won’t just “go 
away” or go into places that the government creates. 
The only way out is if we CARE – CONNECT – 
COACH them into a healthier and more abundant 
life. We know that life in Christ is the healthiest and 
most satisfying life. So we invite them into Him and 
out of homelessness.

Thank you to all our donors and volunteers who 
partner with us to become part of a community that 
reaches out to love our homeless neighbors in their 
time of need.

One Person at a Time

Bubba’s New 
Apartment and 
New Life

One Person  
at a Time

Serving God 
Through 
Volunteering

Misty’s Story: Never going back 

Continued inside

After years of couch surfing, Misty started 
living on Portland’s infamous “Tweaker Island,” 
in 2016.

“I blew off my family, I cut them out of my 
life because I was so attached to doing drugs” 
Misty explains. 

“Being homeless is scary, very scary…I’ve seen 
some crazy people do some crazy stuff.”

Living in a tent alone is a very dangerous place 
for a woman. She not only has to worry about 
food and shelter...rape, assault and abuse are all 
part of the reality for women experiencing 
homelessness. 

After a cold, harsh winter in Portland, the 
people living in the homeless camp in the 
Columbia Slough known as “Tweaker Island” 
were evacuated because of flood conditions. It 

was at that point Misty said, “I’m done with  
this lifestyle.”  

Union Gospel Mission’s Search + Rescue 
program goes out to homeless camps in the 
greater Portland area to bring food, clothes, 

Misty’s LifeChange transformation is only because 
of God’s grace and generous partners like you. Your 
support really does change lives!

Help equip our Search + Rescue 
team with resources!

Please consider donating to or volunteering with our Search + 
Rescue team.

Our Search + Rescue team interacts with anywhere from 40 to 
60 people living on the streets per night. With your help we can 
reach more people with resources to stay warm and the 
compassion needed to help get them off the streets.

Items needed: Blankets, Sleeping bags, Gloves, Work or Hiking 
Boots, and Men’s coats

We also need volunteers on our Search + Rescue van, Sundays 
5-9pm; Mondays through Wednesdays 7-11pm 

If you would like to learn about volunteering with 
Search + Rescue please contact Bernadette Taylor at 
bernadetteg@ugmportland.org

Serving God Through Volunteering
Linda Strohecker (pictured in the center) has been volunteering 

at the Union Gospel Mission for over a year now. Currently Linda 
is involved at LifeChange for Women and Their Children in 
Beaverton. Linda’s involvement ranges from one-on-one mentoring 
to fitness training to doing crafts with the women and children. 
“My favorite part of volunteering is seeing the power of God as the 
men and women turn to Jesus and turn over their lives to Him,” 
says Linda.  “God has woven the LifeChange residents deeply into 
my heart and I care about them and think of them as my family.” 

If you are interested in volunteering at the Union Gospel 
Mission, please contact Bernadette Taylor at bernadetteg@
ugmportland.org
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Homeless, in a wheel chair and blind…can it get any worse? Once a leading 
defensive tackle in college and semi-pro football, Bubba (as he likes to be called) 

sits in his new apartment in SE Portland.

Several months ago Bubba could be seen in his wheel chair sleeping 
in front of the Union Gospel Mission on 3rd and Burnside in Old 

Town Portland. “God told me to stay in front of the mission,” 
Bubba exclaims. Being blind, in a wheel chair and homeless is 

dangerous and frightening. “People on the streets would rob 
me blind,” Bubba laughs. He can laugh about it now, thanks 

to the UGM Homeless Services team. After building a 
relationship and trust with Bubba, our Homeless Services 
team helped Bubba fill out the appropriate paperwork and 
make the appointments to get him off the streets and into 
his own apartment. This is a prime example of UGM’s 
CARE – CONNECT – COACH success. 

Bubba occasionally still comes down to the Mission for 
a hot meal and fellowship, but now he has a home of his 

own to go back to.

Misty’s Story Bubba’s New Apartment and New Life
prayers and love to campers. “We meet them where 
they are, to live life with them,” says Adam Moore, 
homeless services director at Union Gospel Mission, 
“and we do more than meet immediate needs, we 
coach them into finding a healthier lifestyle.”   

When Search + Rescue first came out to “Tweaker 
Island” Misty was scared, “I put zip ties on the 
zipper of my tent so no one could come in.”

Search + Rescue reliably visited the people of 
Columbia Slough’s “Tweaker Island” every week.

“I saw they were giving coffee and hot chocolate, 
but I was still scared,” said Misty. “After I got to 
know the guys on Search + Rescue, and when they 
would bring hot chocolate and pray with us, I 
started to feel respect and love. I started thinking 
these people really care.” 

Noah, one of the LifeChange residents that works 
on Search + Rescue, asked Misty if she was ready to 

get off the streets and he gave her a copy of the 
Women’s LifeChange brochure and prayed with her. 
“I read that brochure over and over, I looked at that 
cover with the woman and her child and I kept 
reading it…even when I was high,” said Misty.  
Eventually, Misty made an appointment with Noah 
to have Search + Rescue bring her into LifeChange 
for Women and Their Children. 

“Since then Jesus has restored the relationship with 
my family. Having my dad back in my life is the 
most wonderful thing in the world. Before I was just 
chasing the drug so I didn’t care. Now I have these 
relationships with my family and it’s wonderful!” 
Misty exclaimed. “My goal is to complete the whole 
program, I feel the growth in me, I feel the change, 
I’m worth it. I’m never going back…never. I was 
transformed from a junkie into a human being.” 

Misty is looking forward to a time when she can 
work on the Search + Rescue van, and she can be the 
one giving what she has received. “Being visited by 
Search + Rescue was the best thing in life,” recalled 
Misty, “they give you food and drinks, but it’s more 
than that, they give you prayer and encouragement 
to do something better with your life.” 

Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on 
your own understanding; in all your ways submit to him, 
and he will make your paths straight. Proverbs 3:5-6 

“…I started to feel respect and 
love and I started thinking these 
people really care.”

Our Search + Rescue team brings food and coffee to 
“Tweaker Island.” But even more importantly, we bring 
hope of a changed life.

The UGM Homeless Services team built a relationship with 
Bubba and helped him get into his own apartment.
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